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Popuhst Views spur singer

POP/ROCK

Michelle Shocked 2
Where: Nassau Prosbyierian Church, 61 Nassau St.,
Pincelen, in the Annual Comcrl forPeaco
When: 8 p.m., Saturday
How much: 520:$110. Call (608) 924- 90220rvusn
wyny,peacecodlitionorg
What elge: She aiso plays Mexwell's, 1039 Washington St.,
Hobokan, &9 p.m., Wednasday. $20. Call {201) 6531703
or visit wvew, mamvellsn, com -«
BY KAREN IRIS TUCKER
FORTHE STAMEDGER

For a musician who has often merged art with po’.itlmm
her 20-year carect, It seems only fitting that singer-song-
writer Michelle Shaocked ‘has been on the c trail
stumping, singing and raisng money for progressive prest-
dentiol hopefw Dennls Kucinich.

*T cell it ‘entertsining the troops,’” says Shocked, 42, of
her quest, to help elect the Ohlo congressman by engaging
prospeetive voters through song. “All along, Twe itad a politi-

cal agends,” she canBdes in her east Texas twang. “But talk

about taking (the message) down smootaly, it's so sweet
- you almost don’t know you're taking the medicine.”

* In keeping with her role as pravacateur, the Los Angeles-
based Shocked will play a beneflt for the Peace Action Edu-
cation Fund of the Coalition for Peace Action this Saturday mal
at Nassau Presbyterian Church in Princatan, She also plays
Maxwell's on Wednesday, In those gigs, she'll sample some of
her vintage matecial, including sengs rom her thind album,
10893 “Capéain Swing," which she is reissuing next week
with 16 previcusly unreleased tracks,

Shacked will also spice her set with ¢he funk- end gospel-
fueied rock of her most recent CD, "Deep Natural™ from
2002. I's her best record to date, though it's Likely you
haven't heard it.

Sincé 1592, Shocked has had neitner the flmds nor the
publicity machine that fueled her carer, more commereially
successful releases issued via corporgte music conglomerate
Polygram Records, with whom she signed in 1685,

It tums out Shocked, much Jike populist K‘unlnlch, is no
fan of big corporate structitres. After heralding in the third
wave of American folk music with such acts as Indigo Girls
and Natalic Merehant; Shoeked begon switching styles, from
her early skeletal acoustics to deep-rumbling blues to Big
Band musle and back. Witen Polvgram [nally balked at her
refusal bo pick a style and stick with it (preferably a commer-

clally viable one), Shocked sued them successiuly for the

rights Lo her entire catalog; it was 4 process that took Gve
years.

Shocked has since set up her own kabel, Mighty Sound, -

on which she is relssuing all her CDs 'with banus tracks,
among those, previously unpublishid demmos and Live cuts.

“T've made a paint of being & maving target,” explains
Shocked of the multiple mediums she’s explored. “T knew
that if T allowed myself to be put into-2 particuler style of
musie, that my fortune would rise md fall on the fashlon of
that style.”

Such gmuc-hoppung has ultimately made Shocked a mer- -

curial performer who moves easlly between cuts such as
“Ancnorage,” a toasty acoustic-pop narrative, to tae full-
band, brass sound of “That’s 8o Amazing," which showecases
$Shacked’s deep spirituality as a borm-again Christian,
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Even by ner Jonesome, with fust an acoustie guitar, BEQ

" Shacked holds Eisteners rept with 2 scrappy,

muscitar guiter
style and open-hearted asldes, many of which detall her for-
mative years as a chﬂd in-an impoverished fundamentalst

Morman

Recently, Shocked nas notleed that the chdren of her
ong;mnl aud.cncc haye been poppmg upin tandem with their

parents.

"That's always been the promise,” savs Shocked. "If you
build a career that isn't for the short-term of fame and for-
tune, but for the Jong-term of doing great work and taking

creative risks, you geb two generatlons of an audience to |

build on."

So what about her jones for soc:lal jusﬁ«g:e? Does the fu-
ture hold a Gov. or Sen. Shocked? "Oh, I'm much better as
an artist than an activist,” she says, cleany ucmed. “Tjust go

where I'm needed."

Fans of singer Michelle Shocked can ﬁnd hw in Fdnc«on
and Hoboken this week.
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