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Joy shtick s

The View'’s Joy Behar brings her
sardonic gab to the Marshalls Women
in Comedy FeStiva| By Karen Iris Tucker

omedian Joy Behar hasjust fin-
ished taping the 500th episode
of The View, a daily round-
table gabfest she cohosts with
Barbara Walters, Meredith Vieira,
Star Jonesand Lisa Ling. Sheisback
in the makeup room, sampling lip-
sticks instead of searching for a
quietplaceforustochat. “Ooh, this
isaniceshade,” shesaysina thick
New Yawk draw] while scrutinizing
her cinnamon-glazed pucker in the
mirror. Then, suddenly, Behar is off,
racing down the hall, waving good-
byeto Vieira, rattling the doorknob
of Walters's locked dressing room,
before finally directing us toseats
in her own cluttered office.
Behar’s breakneck pace makes
her hard to keep up with. It also
matches the salty, cut-the-crap
comedy she lets rip on her televi-
sion show. She fires barbs quickly,
andshe’salwaysblunt. When May-
or Rudolph Giuliani guested on the
show, sheaskedhim, “If Derek Jeter
double-parked his car before the
championship game, would you
tow it away?” (The mayor admit-
ted he’'d look the other way.)
Thisweek, fansof The View can
catch the cohost live as she brings
her brand of comedy to the Mar-
shalls Women in Comedy Festival.
Behar willheadlinean opening gala

with Janeane Garofalo on Wednes-
day 10 at Avery Fisher Hall. The
two will performand present a life-
time-achievement award to trail-
blazer Phyllis Diller.

Althoughsheherself isnow one
of the top performers in her field,
things were not always this rosy
for the 56-year-old Brooklyn na-
tive. Behar grew up in a tenement
witha large Italian family who pro-
vided the perfect audience for the
burgeoning comic to practice her
routines. “Even as a kid [ was car-
ryingon,” sherecalls. “Instead of a
TV, theyhadme.”

Instead of acting on her comic
potential, Behar found herself ina
static, 17-year marriage, living in
the Long Island “boonies,” immo-
bilized by depression. In 1981, she
summoned the strength to leave
with her young daughter and en-
rolledat SUNY Stony Brook, where
she earned an M.A. in English be-
fore teaching for several years.

It was at this point in her life that
she rediscovered the performance
bug. “In 1983, when I began doing
stand-up,” Behar recalls, “women
were firststarting tocome out on the
comedy-club circuit.” She appeared
Thursdays at “Women’s Night” in
the Greenwich Village club Comedy
U. “We all used to bond there, be-

cause it was just women onstage,”
shesays, though she acknowledges
thatback then, “whenyouwantedto
be in the big leagues, you had to be
with theboys, too.”

Behar's ability to compete with
her male peers, as well as winning
over crowds at Catch a Rising Star
and Carolines, led quickly to larger
gigs.Shehosteda call-inradioshow
on WABCfor three years (whereshe
honed her irreverent take on poli-
tics) and landed a plum role in
Woody Allen’s 1993 film Manhat-
tan Murder Mystery. Then, luckily,
Behar was asked to do ten minutes
at Milton Berle’s 89th birthday par-
ty.Oneof thestar-studded celebrity
guests was Walters.

“I'was thrilled, of course,” says
Behar. “Milton Berle isa Friar; he's
really the big daddy of usall.” She
did her routine and recalls that
“everyone seemed to like it. My
boyfriend said, ‘Barbara was the
only one not laughing.” And I'said,
‘Well, 'm not going to ever work

with Barbara Walters, sowhatdol
care?” A few weeks later, Behar re-
ceived the offer to cohost TTe View.
“The show is interesting to
women because they know usand
they can getintoourlittle quirks,” Be-
har theorizes about the hit program.
“You can gossip aboutus,” sheadds.
“‘Look at her hair today.” ‘Do you
believe what she said to Barbara?’
‘Ithink Barbaraismadatthem.’”
BeharnamesNathanLane, Meryl
Streep and Dustin Hoffman among
her favoriteinterviewees. “The big-
ger the star,” she claims, “the better
the interview, because they’re re-
laxed; they’ve already made it.”
Whowould sheinvite on the show
if shecouldhaveanyone? “Well, I'd
like to interview Hitler,” she says,
laughing, “find out what made him
tick—and then shoot him.”
Joy Behar will perform with
Janeane Garofalo Wednesday
10 at 8pm at Avery Fisher Hall.
See daily listings. The View airs
weekdays at 11am on ABC.
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SHANG
NOVEMBER 4-6 NOVEMBER 4-7
FROM HBO, COMIC  FROM "POLITICALLY
RELIEF AND THE FILMS INCORRECT"
“D.C.CAB" “BORN IN AND RUSSELL
EASTLA’, AND SIMMON'S “ONE
“MADE IN AMERICA”  WORLD MUSIC BEAT”

THE ONLY LINE-UP IN NEW
W | B

YORK BETTER THAN THE YANKEES.

ROBERT KLEIN JIM BREUER ROBERTWUHL  BOBBY COLLINS COLIN QUINN carolines.com
NOVEMBER10  NOVEMBER11-14  NOVEVBER19-21  NOVEMBER24  THANKSGIVING WEEKEND
THELEGENDARY ~ FROM "SATURDAY  THESTAROFHBOS ~ FROMVH-1S NOVEMBER 25-28
COMEDIANRETURNS  NIGHT LIVE” AND “ARLISS’ AND "STAND-UP FROM NBC-TVS
FOR ONENIGHT ONLY! ~ MTV'S “THE JIM FROM THE FILMS SPOTLIGHT"  "SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE
BREUER SHOW" “BATMAN AND
“GOOD MORNING
VIETNAM" CAROLINES SUPPER LOUNGE

ON BROADWAY

1626 BROADWAY AT 49TH ST, NYC.
CALL (212) 757-4100 FOR RESERVATIONS

OPEN FOR DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
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